
 

 

Local District South Students: 
 
 
We hope that you are adjusting to the difficult situation we all find ourselves in and that you are 
taking time to rest, care for yourself and those you love, and do something everyday to lift your 
spirits.  We want you to know that you are missed and that we have been working hard to develop 
ways to support you. 
 
We want to stay connected with you and provide you with opportunities to learn while you are at 
home.  We hope that you find these activities interesting and that they provide you with something 
to look forward to over the course of the next week. 
 
Stay home; stay healthy; stay safe.  We cannot wait until we see you again. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
The Local District South Instructional Team and your school family 
 

World History 
Week 3 Take Home Packet 

 
 

Student Name_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

School________________________________________  Teacher_______________________________ 



Students: 
 
Each of the Social Science Learning Opportunities Packet was developed based on a portion of 
the standards framework.  The mini-unit you will be working on this week, is based on these 
questions from the framework:  
 

● What was totalitarianism, and how was it implemented in similar and different ways in 
Japan, Germany, Italy, and the Soviet Union? 

 
We encourage you to engage in the Extended Learning Opportunity if you are able. 
 
Over the course of the next week, please do the activities listed for each day. 
 
Week 3, Day 1 

1. Read, “Life in a Totalitarian Country” and annotate using the annotation bookmark. 
2. Answer the quiz questions. 
3. Write a response to this prompt:Observe: How does the text describe the relationship 

between fear and totalitarian governments? 
 

Week 3, Day 2 
1. Read, “Fascism preached all power to the state and control over its people” and 

annotate using the annotation bookmark. 
2. Answer the quiz questions. 
3. Write a response to the prompt:Write a short paragraph that explains the central idea of 

the article. Use at least two details from the article to support your response. 
 

Week 3, Day 3 
1. Read: “Italy’s Facist Era: The rise of Mussolini and expansionist foregin policy” and 

annotate using the annotation bookmark. 
2. Answer the quiz questions. 
3. Write a response to this prompt: Choose a person, event, or idea from the text. Explain 

what the text reveals about your chosen topic. 
 

Week 3, Day 4 
1. Read, “American newspapers greeted Hitler and Mussolini with praise, amusement” and 

annotate using the annotation bookmark. 
2. Answer the quiz questions 
3. Write a response to the prompt: Significance: Why is the event described in the article 

taught in schools today? What are the lasting lessons that we can learn from studying 
this event? Support your response with evidence from the text. 
 
 
 

Week3, Extended Learning Opportunity 



There is a tendency to quickly label modern leaders with the term “Facist.’  Considering what 
you know about Facisim, why might this be a mistake?  Write a thoughtful answer to this prompt 
by using evidence from at least two of the texts in the unit. 
 

 



Name: Class:

"North Korea - Pyongyang" by (stephan) is licensed under CC BY-
SA 2.0.

Life in a Totalitarian Country
By Leigh Dekle

2017

This informational text is about what makes a country totalitarian, and what citizens experience living
under this kind of controlling government. As you read, take notes on how people are treated in totalitarian
countries.

Imagine...

When you get up in the morning, you get dressed
quickly and leave the house before the sun rises.
You go to your job, which was assigned to you by
someone in charge of the area you live in. You
work in a factory that makes the flag of your
country. You only talk about how happy you are
to be at work, and you tell the other people who
work with you that you are grateful for the
chance to help the country.

When you finally go home, you are tired, but you
don’t tell anyone. You don’t want anyone to think
you are complaining. At home, you watch television, and the show that night is a recording of a
ceremony that took place when the Supreme Leader visited a village. Your mother gets very excited to
hear him speak about how your country is the best in the world. You go to sleep after eating a simple
meal provided by the government. You wake up and do it all again the next day.

Qualities of a Totalitarian Country

Did you like the life described in the first two paragraphs? The answer is probably a very loud “NO!” If
you were a person who lived in a totalitarian country, your life would probably be a lot like what was
described. A totalitarian country is a country where the government controls everything and requires
all people to comply1 with strict rules. The citizens are oppressed2 and the rights they deserve as
humans are not protected.

Totalitarian countries are usually ruled by a single very powerful leader known as a dictator.
Sometimes the people in the country might call their leader “Father.” This leader gets to decide who
else will help him run the government — usually he picks out people who he thinks are the most loyal.

[1]

1. Comply (verb): to do what you have been asked or ordered to do
2. Oppress (verb): to keep someone in a lowly position with a lot of hardship
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“Life in a Totalitarian Country” by Leigh Dekle. Copyright © 2017 by CommonLit, Inc. This text is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0.

You might think everyone who lives in these countries would leave, but they do not. They do not leave
because the government will punish anyone who tries to flee.3 Anyone who tries to speak out against
the rules created by the government is also punished — they might be sent to a prison camp and
forced to work, or they might even be put to death. This creates fear amongst the people and
discourages anyone from doing anything that could be seen as disrespecting government. Some
people don’t even realize how bad things are in their country.

Examples of Totalitarian Countries

You might think that it would be impossible for countries like this to exist in the world, but there have
been several in history. During the years of 1933 to 1945, Germany was ruled by Adolf Hitler and the
Nazi party,4 and this government had many qualities of a totalitarian government. The Nazis punished
people who didn’t agree with their racist ideas, and they murdered over 10 million people who they
thought were inferior.5 Even though the Nazis did terrible things, many people were convinced by
propaganda6 to support the government.

An example of a totalitarian country that exists today is North Korea. North Korea is a small country
that borders China and South Korea. All of the leaders of North Korea come from one family, and the
current leader is Kim Jong-un. The government of North Korea tells everyone that they must work
together so that their nation can be independent of other countries. By teaching everyone in the
country to care about unity, the government has been able to convince the people not to trust the
outside world. For example, children in North Korea are taught to hate the United States when they go
to school.

Even though the people of North Korea might seem very united, there are some people who try to
rebel against the government. These people sometimes escape the country and tell their stories, but
other times they are arrested and then they “disappear.” People who escape from North Korea
describe horrible things, like running out of food and not being able to speak freely.

[5]

3. Flee (verb): to run away from a place or dangerous situation
4. In politics and government, a “party” is a group of people who support the same ideas or leaders.
5. Inferior (adjective): lower in rank, status, or quality
6. ideas or statements that are often false or exaggerated and that are spread to support a cause, political leader, or

government

2



Text-Dependent Questions
Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.

1. PART A: Which statement describes the central idea expressed in the text?
A. In a country ruled by a totalitarian government, there are harsh laws and the

people have few freedoms.
B. In a totalitarian government, a small group of people have equal but complete

control over a country and its citizens.
C. North Korea and Nazi Germany are examples of totalitarian governments that

many people were able to escape.
D. Totalitarian governments do not exist anymore because they used cruel

practices to control their people.

2. PART B: Which detail from the text best supports the answer to Part A?
A. “Your mother gets very excited to hear him speak about how your country is the

best in the world.” (Paragraph 2)
B. “A totalitarian country is a country where the government controls everything

and requires all people to comply with strict rules.” (Paragraph 3)
C. “During the years of 1933 to 1945, Germany was ruled by Adolf Hitler and the

Nazi party, and this government had many qualities of a totalitarian
government.” (Paragraph 6)

D. “North Korea is a small country that borders China and South Korea. All of the
leaders of North Korea come from one family, and the current leader is Kim
Jong-un.” (Paragraph 7)

3. Which of the following describes how totalitarianism is introduced in the text?
A. The author provides a summary of modern totalitarianism.
B. The author highlights the worst parts of living in a totalitarian country.
C. The author emphasizes the poor quality of life in a totalitarian country.
D. The author prompts readers to think about what it would be like to live in a

totalitarian country.

4. How does paragraph 6 contribute to the development of ideas in the text?
A. It emphasizes that there have been multiple totalitarian countries.
B. It reveals why there are so few totalitarian countries.
C. It highlights the worst totalitarian countries in history.
D. It provides readers with the qualities that make a country totalitarian.
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5. How does the text describe the relationship between fear and totalitarian governments?
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Discussion Questions
Directions: Brainstorm your answers to the following questions in the space provided. Be prepared to
share your original ideas in a class discussion.

1. What books or movies show characters who live in places that possess qualities of
totalitarian governments? How were the characters impacted by being ruled by a
totalitarian government?

2. How are citizens in totalitarian countries treated when they speak out against their
governments? How does this compare to how citizens are treated when they publicly
disagree with their leaders in the United States?

3. Why do you think people would follow the crowd instead of challenging totalitarian
governments? Cite evidence from this text, your own experience, and other literature, art,
or history in your answer.

5
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Fascism preached all power to the state and
control over its people

Image 1. At the inauguration of the city of Aprilia in Italy on April 27, 1936, fascist dictator Benito Mussolini drove a tractor to mark the forum
of the new city. Photo by AP

In 1922, Benito Mussolini gained control of Italy and introduced the world to fascism, a political

philosophy that eventually brought the world to war. Mussolini didn't invent the idea of fascism,

but he coined the term and defined it. In 1932, Mussolini wrote that fascism "believes neither in

the possibility nor the utility of peace".

In fascism, the state is all that matters, and constant conquest — war — is a necessity for the glory

of that state. The glory of the people comes by extension. "War alone," wrote Mussolini, "brings up

to its highest tension all human energy and puts the stamp of nobility upon the peoples who have

the courage to meet it".

"Fascism" is a word that gets thrown around a lot these days.

Some use the term to describe any authoritarian person or government, especially one that rules

by violence, but authoritarianism is only part of fascism. In the Soviet Union, communism under

Joseph Stalin was authoritarian and extraordinarily violent. Fascism, with its distinction between

By How Stuff Works, adapted by Newsela staff on 10.06.19
Word Count 1,134
Level 1020L
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classes, stands in direct opposition to communism. Fascism encompasses a philosophy of

extremism that seems foreign to modern values. However, it still exists in pockets around the

world.

What does it take for millions of individuals to support an ideology that says individuals have no

value?

A Fascist System

Fascism is difficult to define. Mussolini's brand of fascism is not exactly like German leader Adolf

Hitler's brand of fascism. Still, there are some core principles that identify a fascist movement.

—Survival of the fittest: Some fascists were influenced by the writings of Charles Darwin

and his theory of natural selection. In the context of fascism, the state is only as powerful as

its ability to wage wars and win them. The state is thereby selected for survival due to its

strength and dominance. Peace is viewed as weakness, aggression as strength. Strength is

the ultimate good and ensures the survival of the state. 

—Strict social order: Fascism maintains a strict class structure. In this way, it's the

antithesis of communism, which abolishes class distinctions. Fascism believes that clearly

divided classes are necessary to avoid any hint of chaos, which is a threat to the state. The

state's power depends on the maintenance of a class system in which every person has a

definite, unchangeable, specific role in glorifying the state. It's an absolute rejection of

humanism and democracy.

—Authoritarian leadership: The state's interests require a single, charismatic leader

with absolute authority. This is the concept of Führerprinzip, "the leadership principle" in

German — that it's necessary to have an all-powerful, heroic leader to maintain the unity

and unquestioning submission required by the fascist state. This leader often becomes a

symbol of the state. 

Fascist governments are also typically violent. The state cannot achieve and maintain power

without strict discipline and the complete unity of mind and body. Physical violence is necessary to

suppress anyone who stands in the way of the state's power. 

The Fascist Society

While the fascist state is the center of the universe, the primary goal of fascism is social

regeneration —the lifting up of a particular group of people. Regeneration is achieved through

national unity and a rejection of individualism. This requires the people's initial support. A fascist

regime generally gains this support by promoting a series of ideas through the media, public rallies

and other forms of propaganda. These ideas include:

—A nation in crisis: The state is in decline, and it's only getting worse. The first reason for

this decline is the different racial or ethnic groups in the state, which makes the state

"impure" and weakens it. The second cause is a conspiracy by racial, ethnic or national

groups to keep the state down. 
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—An idealized past: The state is currently damaged but was once supreme. Fascism tries

to return the state and its primary ethnic group to a mythical past era of glory. 

—A need for social change: The people must submit to major changes, a new social

structure and way of life in order to achieve a revival. 

Fascism arises from poor socio-economic conditions — like those of post-World War I Europe. The

countries that were defeated in that war, such as Germany, suffered from the restrictions placed

on them after the war. In Germany, a fascist form of government promised a return to a better life

and a better position in the world.

In fascism, individuals exist only in relation to the state. The principles of democracy and

capitalism stand in the way of the power of the state. In fascist terms, they limited the unity and

the drive for survival.

The fascist society tells people that happiness is unimportant, convincing them to sacrifice for the

greater good. People cannot gather without permission, and they can't say anything negative

against the state. Instead, they are submerged in an atmosphere of national and ethnic unity.

Fascism glorifies youth, and political youth groups recruit children. The young are the strongest

and the fittest and they can ensure the survival of the state. 

Public life in a fascist state is dominated by state-sponsored rallies, holidays and parades, national

flags and imposing monuments. These symbols and celebrations encourage absolute faith in the

state, not in God. Fascism, in general, is against any religion.

Fascism's History

Fascism was at its height between 1918 and 1945, at the end of World War I through the end of

World War II. Instability in Europe left it open to fascist ideology, but there were differences in

how it was implemented. In Italy, the home base of the Catholic Church, complete rejection of

organized religion was unwise. Mussolini claimed ties to the Catholic Church when it was

convenient for the state, and the Catholic Church was at times accused of being part of Fascist

rule. Hitler occasionally proclaimed himself a protector of the Church. Yet he openly destroyed

members of religious minorities — most notably Jews but also Jehovah's Witnesses and others

outside of the mainstream.

Another difference was the driving force behind their militaries. While Mussolini focused on

conquest primarily to show the strength of the State, Hitler made conquest more of a race issue.

Hitler saw the Aryan race as the "master" and wanted to unite them. With the Aryan race united

under his rule, Hitler believed Germany could conquer the world.

When the Axis powers, including Germany and Italy, lost World War II, fascism was tied to

genocide and world war and viewed as evil. After World War II, economies improving around the

world and the Allies had tight control over the defeated countries. The chaos that fascism relied on

was mostly gone. Fascism in its original form never again gained a strong enough foothold to take

control.
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Quiz

1 Which two of the following sentences from the article include CENTRAL ideas of the article?

1. In 1922, Benito Mussolini gained control of Italy and introduced the world to fascism, a
political philosophy that eventually brought the world to war.

2. In fascism, the state is all that matters, and constant conquest — war — is a necessity for
the glory of that state.

3. While the fascist state is the center of the universe, the primary goal of fascism is social
regeneration —the lifting up of a particular group of people.

4. In Germany, a fascist form of government promised a return to a better life and a better
position in the world.

(A) 1 and 3

(B) 1 and 4

(C) 2 and 3

(D) 2 and 4

2 Which statement would be MOST important to include in an accurate summary of the article?

(A) Political and financial instability are some of the conditions necessary for fascism to establish in a state.

(B) Although fascism rejects religion, Mussolini found it convenient to claim ties to the Catholic Church.

(C) The Axis powers adopted fascist beliefs during World War II but were defeated during the war.

(D) Fascism does not acknowledge differences in race, ethnic groups or belief systems within the state.

3 Read the following paragraph from the section "The Fascist Society."

Regeneration is achieved through national unity and a rejection of individualism. This requires the
people's initial support. A fascist regime generally gains this support by promoting a series of
ideas through the media, public rallies and other forms of propaganda.

Which word from the paragraph BEST helps you to understand that fascist leaders control the information to which they want
the public to have access?

(A) unity

(B) support

(C) regime

(D) propaganda
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4 Read the following paragraph from the section "The Fascist Society."

The fascist society tells people that happiness is unimportant, convincing them to sacrifice for the
greater good. People cannot gather without permission, and they can't say anything negative
against the state. Instead, they are submerged in an atmosphere of national and ethnic unity.
Fascism glorifies youth, and political youth groups recruit children. The young are the strongest
and the fittest and they can ensure the survival of the state.

Which word from the paragraph conveys a militaristic tone?

(A) sacrifice

(B) permission

(C) glorifies

(D) recruit
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Italy's Fascist era: The rise of Mussolini and
expansionist foreign policy

Image 1. (From left) Italian dictator Benito Mussolini, German dictator Adolf Hitler, King Victor Emmanuel III of Italy and Queen Elena of Italy
watch a two-hour march along the Triumphal Way in Rome, Italy, May 6, 1938. Directly behind the Queen is Nazi SS leader Heinrich
Himmler with Nazi official Rudolf Hess to his right. Photo from: Getty Images/Keystone/Hulton Archive

In the years immediately following World War I, Italy was very politically unstable. This provided

an opportunity for various political movements to emerge. One of the most prominent was the

right-wing fasci di combattimento ("fighting leagues"), better known as the Fascists. They were

founded in March 1919, by the ex-Socialist journalist Benito Mussolini.

Organized Fascist militias soon began to take to the streets to fight against the left. Their

anticommunist crusade attracted support across Italy, and local Fascist groups were soon founded

in Emilia, Tuscany and Puglia. By autumn 1920, they were busy breaking up strikes, destroying

labor unions, and overthrowing newly elected local councils, often with the help of the police.

Fascist squads were often financed by landowners or industrialists. They dressed in black-shirted

uniforms and used systematic violence to destroy leftist organizations. Thousands of people were

beaten and killed. Hundreds of union offices, employment centers and party newspapers were

destroyed. 

By Encyclopaedia Britannica, adapted by Newsela staff on 10.29.19
Word Count 911
Level 1120L
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Italian State Loses Power

In October 1920, after the election of a left-wing administration in Bologna, Fascists invaded the

council chamber, killing nine people. The council was suspended by the government. Later,

Socialist deputies were run out of parliament or had their houses destroyed. By 1922, opposition to

the Fascists had been wiped out. 

Within a few months, paramilitary Fascist squad leaders controlled many rural areas of central

Italy. The Fascists had become a major political force. They were backed not only by landowners

but also by many members of the middle-class, including students, shopkeepers and office

workers. In May 1921, 35 Fascists were elected to parliament. In November, Mussolini formed his

movement into a proper political party, the National Fascist Party. The Fascists also organized

their own trade unions among key working groups such as postal workers and taxi drivers. 

The police, the army and much of the middle-class sympathized with the Fascist destruction of

Socialist unions. Mussolini, as duce (leader) of fascism, slowly made himself essential to the

government, and the squads took over more cities in the provinces. Attempts by the left to

organize defense squads against the Fascists mostly failed. In October 1922, Mussolini organized a

"March on Rome" by Fascist supporters. Fascist squads, numbering about 25,000 men altogether,

marched on the capital from all over Italy, on October 26, occupying railway stations and

government offices. Prime Minister Luigi Facta asked the king to declare martial law. However,

Victor Emmanuel III refused, in order to avoid possible army disloyalty or even a possible civil

war. Instead, he asked Mussolini to form a government on October 29, hoping to tame him by

constitutional means.

Prime Minister Mussolini

Therefore, Mussolini became prime minister in a more or less constitutional manner, but only

after three years of near-civil war in the country and an armed invasion of Rome. For 18 months

he ruled through the usual government machinery, while steadily concentrating power in his own

hands. In 1923, the electoral law was changed, so that a party with the largest vote — even if only

25 percent of the total — would receive an absolute majority of the parliament's seats. In April

1924, elections were held under this system. The Fascist-dominated bloc won 64 percent of the

votes and 374 seats. Mussolini and his Fascists now had complete control of the parliament.

Foreign Policy

As time passed, Mussolini became very focused on acquiring new territory in Africa and in the

Mediterranean. In 1924, he reached an agreement with Yugoslavia that gave the small state of

Fiume (now a city in Croatia) to Italy. He also continued to strengthen the Italian hold on Libya, to

build up the armed forces, and to plan further expansion in Africa. He was particularly interested

in Ethiopia, where the defeat at Adwa, in 1896, still needed to be avenged. In October 1935, Italy

finally invaded Ethiopia. One of the first conquests there was Adwa. By May 1936, Italian troops

had conquered the country and proclaimed the Italian king, Victor Emmanuel III, emperor of

Ethiopia. Ethiopia had been the only remaining country in Africa to escape colonization. Nearly

400,000 Italian troops took part in the conflict, which included brutal methods such as massacres

and poison gas bombs. However, the war was popular at home, where racist propaganda portrayed

the Ethiopians as backward barbarians "civilized" by the Italian army. 
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Italy made further colonial gains in April 1939, with

the invasion of Albania. The invasion came after

Albania's King Zog refused to accept a trade

agreement with Italy, which had already been gaining

increasing control over the country. The Italian army

installed Italian loyalists in the civil service, and

Victor Emmanuel was made king of Albania. King Zog

escaped to Greece.

The Italo-Ethiopian War angered the British and

French governments and isolated Italy. As a result,

Mussolini moved into Hitler's orbit. Italy became the

junior partner in the "Rome-Berlin Axis," and in 1938,

Mussolini had to accept Hitler's annexation of

Austria, bringing the German Reich right up to the

Italian border. In May 1939, Mussolini entered a

formal military alliance with Hitler. Each country was

now committed to take part in any conflict involving

the other. Even so, when the Germans unexpectedly

invaded Poland in September 1939, Mussolini insisted

on remaining neutral.
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Quiz

1 Which option BEST explains how fascist Italy interacted with fascist Germany?

(A) Both Germany and Italy shared a fascist history and similarly organized government.

(B) When Germany annexed Austria, Italy supported it and became allies with Germany.

(C) Mussolini supported all of the foreign policy decisions of Hitler.

(D) Hitler supported all of the foreign policy decisions of Mussolini.

2 Which of the following answer choices would BEST describe Italian Fascists' reaction to the Italian Socialists?

(A) The Fascists worked extensively to eliminate socialist opposition.

(B) The Fascists worked extensively to build an alliance with the Socialists.

(C) The Fascists attempted to change their message to appeal to the Socialists.

(D) The Fascists attempted to convert the Socialists to their ideas.

3 Read the selection from the section "Foreign Policy."

In October 1935, Italy finally invaded Ethiopia. One of the first conquests there was Adwa. By
May 1936, Italian troops had conquered the country and proclaimed the Italian king, Victor
Emmanuel III, emperor of Ethiopia.

Which of the following words from the selection provides context clues to the meaning of the word "conquest"?

(A) invaded

(B) troops

(C) proclaimed

(D) emperor

4 Read the selection from the section "Prime Minister Mussolini."

For 18 months he ruled through the usual government machinery, while steadily concentrating
power in his own hands.

Which two words would BEST replace “machinery” and “concentrating” in the selection above?

(A) gear; pondering

(B) equipment; thickening

(C) device; limiting

(D) organization; collecting
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American newspapers greeted Hitler and
Mussolini with praise, amusement

Italian fascist leader Benito Mussolini (left) and German Nazi leader Adolf Hitler riding in a car through the streets of Munich, Germany, on
September 28, 1938. Mussolini was in Germany for the Munich Conference of 1938. Photo Courtesy of the German Federal Archives.

How to cover the rise of a political leader who has stomped on the Constitution, promoted racism

and encouraged violence? Do reporters show that the leader acts outside the norms of society? Or

do they take the position that someone who wins a fair election is “normal,” because people voted

for him, so that is what they want?

These are the questions that confronted the U.S. press after fascist leaders came to power in Italy

and Germany in the 1920s and 1930s.

Mussolini Took Italy By Force

Benito Mussolini became the leader of Italy by marching on Rome with 30,000 soldiers in 1922,

and by 1925, he had declared himself leader for life. While he hardly reflected American values,

Mussolini was a darling of the American press. Mussolini appeared in at least 150 articles from

1925 to 1932. Most of them were neutral, surprised or positive.

By The Conversation, Smithsonian.com, adapted by Newsela staff on 01.13.17
Word Count 872
Level 1130L
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The Saturday Evening Post even published his autobiography in 1928. Calling his “Fascisti

movement” a bit “rough in its methods,” newspapers said it saved Italy from the far left and

improved its economy. Far left groups include communists, who want the government to own all

businesses and property and give people few freedoms. Fascists are on the far right. They were

against democracy just as communism was. But from the U.S. journalist point of view, the surge of

far left groups in Europe after World War I was a much worse threat to U.S.-style democracy and

capitalism than fascism was. 

Yet some journalists like Ernest Hemingway and magazines like the New Yorker rejected the anti-

democratic Mussolini. Harper’s magazine, meanwhile, wrote a razor-sharp account of Mussolini’s

masterful manipulation of the U.S. press.

Insecure Hitler Used Wild Words To Convince Voters

Adolph Hitler became ruler of Germany in 1933. The success of Mussolini in Italy made Hitler

seem normal in the eyes of the American press. In the late 1920s and early 1930s, they regularly

called Hitler the "German Mussolini.” Hitler also had the advantage that his Nazi party enjoyed

stunning leaps at the polls from the mid-1920s to early 1930s. It went from a fringe party to

winning the majority of parliamentary seats in free elections in 1932.

But the main way that the press made Hitler seem non-threatening was by portraying him as

something of a joke. He was a “nonsensical” screecher of “wild words.” His appearance, according

to Newsweek magazine, “suggests Charlie Chaplin.” He was as talkative as he was “insecure,”

stated Cosmopolitan magazine.

When Hitler’s party won in parliament, many American press outlets thought that he would either

be contained by more traditional politicians or that he would have to become more moderate.

Sure, he had a following, but his followers were “impressionable voters” duped by “radical

doctrines and quack remedies,” claimed the Washington Post newspaper. Now that Hitler actually

had to operate within a government, the responsible politicians would force him to be less

extreme, according to the New York Times and Christian Science Monitor. A “keen sense of

dramatic instinct” was not enough. When it came time to govern, his lack of seriousness and

wisdom would be exposed.

When Hitler became the chancellor, or leader, of Germany, the New York Times wrote that his

success would show the German public how useless he is. Journalists wondered whether Hitler

now regretted joining the government where he would have to assume some responsibility.

Failing To Imagine How Bad It Could Get

Yes, the American press tended to condemn Hitler’s anti-Semitism in the early 1930s. But there

were plenty of exceptions. Some papers downplayed reports of violence against Germany’s Jewish

citizens as propaganda. Many, even those who condemned the violence, repeatedly declared it to

be at an end.

Journalists were aware that they could only criticize the German regime so much and maintain

their ability to cover it. When a CBS broadcaster’s son was beaten up by brownshirts, members of

the Nazi militia, for not saluting the Führer, as Hitler was known, he didn’t report it. When the

Chicago Daily News’ reporter Edgar Mowrer wrote that Germany was becoming “an insane

asylum” in 1933, the Germans pressured the U.S. State Department to control American reporters.



This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

Allen Dulles, a top American official, told Mowrer he was “taking the German situation too

seriously.” Mowrer’s publisher then transferred him out of Germany in fear of his life.

By the late 1930s, most U.S. journalists realized their mistake in underestimating Hitler or failing

to imagine just how bad things could get. There remained well-known exceptions, like Douglas

Chandler, who infamously wrote warmly about Hitler and “Changing Berlin” for National

Geographic in 1937. Reporter Dorothy Thompson called Hitler a man of “startling insignificance”

in 1928, but realized her mistake by mid-decade when she, like Mowrer, began raising the alarm.

“No people ever recognize their dictator in advance,” she reflected in 1935. “He never stands for

election on the platform of dictatorship. He always represents himself as the instrument [of] the

Incorporated National Will.” Applying the lesson to the U.S., she wrote, “When our dictator turns

up you can depend on it that he will be one of the boys, and he will stand for everything

traditionally American.”

This article was originally published on The Conversation magazine's website.
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Quiz

1 Which statement would be MOST important to include in an accurate and objective summary of the article?

(A) History has shown that citizens and journalists are slow to realize when a dictator is taking control of a
country.

(B) Journalists need to do more to make sure they honestly and accurately cover the motives of different
leaders.

(C) Fascists were against democracy and capitalism but they also opposed the communists in Italy.

(D) Violence against German citizens was foolishly overlooked by the press or dismissed as propaganda.

2 The CENTRAL idea of the article is developed by:

(A) describing the articles written by the press in praise of different dictators

(B) explaining the reasons for serious errors in early coverage of two dictators by the press

(C) describing the measures taken by journalists to make sure they report accurately

(D) explaining the methods used by dictators to convince people to believe in them

3 Which of the following options would BEST describe most American journalists' early reactions to Mussolini?

(A) They published many articles explaining how he manipulated people.

(B) They were surprised that he was able to easily gain power.

(C) They were enthusiastic even though he did not reflect their values.

(D) They praised him for supporting the values of democracy.

4 What prevented journalists from accurately reporting what was happening in Germany?

(A) The German government pressured the U.S. to keep reporters quiet.

(B) The German government paid journalists to write what it wanted.

(C) American journalists felt bad about mocking Hitler early in the war.

(D) American journalists feared Hitler would begin a war with America.
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